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In the Claims 

Claims 1-17 (Cancelled) 

Claim 18 (Currently amended): A method for inducing flow e ring of strawb e rry plants 
wh e r e in said strawb e rry plants ar e grown in a controll e d t e mp e ratur e e nvironm e nt, wh e r e in said 
m e thod compris e s growing said strawb e rry plants for a first growing p e riod of at l e ast six w ee ks 
und e r photop e riodic conditions and at a daytim e t e mp e ratur e which r e ach e s at l e ast 30° C, and 
wher e in said daytim e t e mp e ratur e is r e duc e d during a s e cond growing p e riod und e r photop e riodic 
conditions, aft e r said first growing p e riod, to about 25° C A method for conditioning containerized, 
vegetative strawberry plants to induce early flowering upon transplantation, said method comprising: 

(a) growing said vegetative, containerized strawberry plants in a controlled-temperature 
environment for a first growing period of at least six weeks, under periodic light, and at a daytime 
temperature which reaches at least 30° C; 

(b) growing said vegetative, containerized strawberry plants in a controlled-temperature 
environment for a second growing period under periodic light, after said first growing period, 
wherein said daytime temperature is reduced to 25° C or lower, thereby conditioning said vegetative, 
containerized strawberry plants for flower induction; and 

(c) transplanting said vegetative, conditioned strawberry plants, wherein said vegetative, 
conditioned strawberry plants are thereby induced to flower at a time of year that is not normally 
possible for the species of said strawberry plants in the absence of said conditioning . 

Claim 19 (Currently amended): The method, according to claim 18, wherein said method 
further comprises reducing the photop e riod duration of each light period to which said plants are 
exposed during said second growing period compared to said first growing period. 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the duration of 
th e photop e riod each light period is reduced by at least fifty percent. 
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Claim 2 1 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the duration of 
th e photop e riod is reduc e d to a photop e riod of each light period is reduced to about six to ten hours. 

Claim 22 (Previously added): The method according to claim 1 8, wherein said first growing 
period comprises about 6 weeks to about 10 weeks. 

Claim 23 (Previously added): The method according to claim 18, wherein said method 
further comprises growing said strawberry plants at a nighttime temperature that reaches at least 30° 
C during said first growing period. 

Claim 24 (Previously added): The method according to claim 23, wherein said nighttime 
temperature reaches at least 30° C during said first growing period and said second growing period. 

Claim 25 (Previously added): The method according to claim 23, wherein said nighttime 
temperature is reduced during said second growing period compared to said first growing period. 

Claim 26 (Currently amended) : The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the photop e riod 
duration of each light period is reduced from about 12 hours in the first growing period to 6 to 10 
hours in the second growing period. 

Claim 27 (New): The method according to claim 18, wherein said daytime temperature is 
reduced during the second growing period under periodic light, after said first growing period, to 
about 15°Cto 20 °C. 

Claim 28 (New): The method according to claim 18, wherein said daytime temperature is 
reduced during the second growing period under periodic light, after said first growing period, to 
about 25 °C. 
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Claim 29 (New): The method according to claim 18, wherein said vegetative, conditioned 
strawberry plants are induced to flower in November or December. 

Claim 30 (New): The method according to claim 18, wherein said vegetative, conditioned 
strawberry plants are induced to flower in Florida, in November or December. 

Claim 31 (New): The method according to claim 18, wherein said conditioned strawberry 
plants are induced to flower at a time other than March or April. 

Claim 32 (New): The method according to claim 18, wherein said transplanting comprises 
removing said conditioned strawberry plants from their containers and placing said conditioned 
strawberry plants in conditions that are not conducive to flowering in the absence of said 
conditioning. 

Claim 33 (New): A method for conditioning containerized, vegetative strawberry plants to 
induce early flowering when subsequently transplanted, said method comprising: 

(a) growing said vegetative, containerized strawberry plants in a controlled-temperature 
environment for a first growing period of at least six weeks, under periodic light, and at a daytime 
temperature which reaches at least 30° C; and 

(b) growing said vegetative, containerized strawberry plants in a controlled-temperature 
environment for a second growing period under periodic light, after said first growing period, 
wherein said daytime temperature is reduced to 25° C or lower, thereby conditioning said vegetative, 
containerized strawberry plants to flower, upon transplantation, at a time of year that is not normally 
possible for the species of said strawberry plants in the absence of said conditioning. 
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